
MEETING MINUTES
ALBANY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Tuesday, September 2nd, 2025.  6:30 pm
Members present: Cathy Ryan, Cort Hansen, Sean Wadsworth, Mike Steward, & Jacob MacKenzie. 
Cathy called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm. With no scheduled appointments, she went directly to new business and asked for questions or comments on the 8/5/25 meeting minutes.  With no other comments or questions, she asked for a motion to accept the meeting minutes for the 8/5/25 meeting.  Sean made the motion to accept the minutes and Jacob seconded the motion. The vote taken to approve the minutes was 5-0 and the minutes were approved.  
Road work on the town forest fields in July required four truckloads of gravel that were delivered on 7/11 and the volunteer work was completed by Russ Lanoie.  Questions about the costs on the invoice for the gravel and delivery were brought up at the 8/5 meeting.  Cathy said those questions were addressed and the final cost for the materials was $1190.12. A discussion to approve the withdrawal of funds from the town’s Conservation Fund was held.  Mike made a motion to withdraw the money from the Albany Conservation Fund. Jake seconded the motion and with a 5-0 vote the motion to withdraw the $1190.12 from the fund was approved.
The proposed ACC budget for the year 2026 was discussed.  Cort proposed the duplication of the 2025 budget which included $2100 for attendance, $1000 for operating and $1 for legal.  Total budget would be $3101.00.  The proposed budget does not include the attendance cost for a selectman’s representative or an alternate member.
A discussion about the use of the conference room versus the meeting hall was made.  The advantages of a large screen monitor for PowerPoint presentations and a smaller room size was discussed.

Sean reviewed comments from the USVLT on the Conservation Management Plan.  Minor changes were suggested with some date changes. Mike suggested waiting for the new trails on the south side of the Kancamangus around the ski jump property and connecting to Bald Hill Road to be completed and mapped before finalizing the CMP.  The addition of new invasive species was also discussed.

There has been no word from the USFS regarding an MOU on the access road to the town forest field area.

A fall volunteer workday was discussed for trail and boundary work with a Sunday, October 19th at 9:00 am being selected.
Sean said he would check with the USVLT to see about posting “how to donate” signs on the trailhead kiosks suggesting donations to the town Conservation Fund.  Mike said he would check with NEMBA on the same question.
With no further business and with no other public comment and at Cathy’s request, Mike made a motion to adjourn and with a second from Jake the motion was approved 5-0 and the meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 10/7/25.

Cort Hansen, Conservation Commission Secretary.

