Town of Albany
2012 Town Meeting Minutes

March 13, 2012

At 7:15 p.m., the Albany Annual Town Meeting was called to order by Moderator Edward Alkalay.
Article 1. To elect all necessary officials.



Selectman:



Sara Young-Knox
52 votes



Moderator:



Edward Alkalay
54 votes



Town Clerk/Tax Collector:
Kathleen Vizard
53 votes



Treasurer:



Mary Leavitt
56 votes



Road Agent:


Curtis Coleman
49 votes

(1 year)
Trustee of the Trust Funds:
Tina Sdankus
54 votes

(3 years)
Trustee of the Trust Funds:
Kimberly Guptill
54 votes



Cemetery Trustee:

James Sabina
4 votes



Article 2. To vote on zoning ordinance amendments as follows.

Amendment #1

Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment #1 as proposed by the Planning Board as follows?  To replace Article V - Home Occupations with a new section on Home Occupations and Home Businesses.  YES       NO 
This question passed with 50 yes votes and 7 no votes.
Amendment #2

Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment #2 as proposed by the Planning Board as follows?  To add a new section on The Use and Storage of Recreational Vehicles.  YES       NO  
This question passed with 42 yes votes and 16 no votes.
Amendment #3

Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment #3 as proposed by the Planning Board as follows?  To amend the Floodplain Ordinance as necessary to comply with the requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program.  YES     NO 
This question passed with 54 yes votes and 4 no votes.
Article 3. To see if the town will vote to increase the number of members of the conservation commission, established by vote of the town meeting in 1986, from three (3) to five (5) pursuant to RSA 36-A:3.  If this article is passed, the new members of the conservation commission will be appointed by the selectmen to three year terms on a staggered basis so that no more than two new members are appointed each year. [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)] The article passed as read.
Article 4. To see if the town will vote to authorize the conservation commission, to manage the town forest pursuant to RSA 31:112, II.  [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)] The article passed as read.
Article 5.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $578,811.00 for the municipal operating budget for the ensuing year.

[Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)] This article was amended to decrease line item Administrative Assistant by $1,104.00 and to increase line item LGB/CC Operating Expenses by $2,500.00 for the sum of $580,207.00 for the municipal operating budget for the ensuing year.  The article passed as amended.
Article 6.   To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,000 for deposit into the Revaluation Trust Fund. [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)]  The article passed as read.
Article 7.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $250.00 for deposit into the Cemetery Revocable Trust Fund.  Said funds to be withdrawn from the Town’s “Unreserved Fund Balance.”  This represents the proceeds from the sale of cemetery plots last fiscal year. [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)] The article passed as read.
Article 8.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000 for maintenance and repair of Wildwood Road and Tabor Circle. [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)]  The article passed as read.
Article 9.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000.00 to be used to enforce housing, property and utility compliance to NH state standards. [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)]  The article passed as read.
Article 10.  To see if the Town of Albany will raise and appropriate the sum of $500.00 (five hundred dollars) to be used for the purpose of the Town’s annual summer picnic and the annual holiday children’s party.  The distribution of funds shall be directed by the Selectboard.  Submitted by petition. [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)]  The article was amended to increase the amount to $2,500.  The article passed as amended.
Article 11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,502.00 for the support of White Mountain Community Health Center to help meet the healthcare needs of the uninsured and underinsured residents of the Town of Albany.  Submitted by petition.  [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)] The article passed as read.
Article 12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,700.00 for the Early Supports & Services Program (birth to 3 years) of Children Unlimited, Inc.  Submitted by petition.  [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)] The article passed as read.
Article 13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000.00 for Tri-County Community Action for the purpose of continuing services of the Fuel Assistance Program for the residents of Albany. Submitted by petition. [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)] The article passed as read.
Article 14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,433.00 to assist The Mental Health Center at Northern Human Services. Submitted by petition. [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)] The article passed as read.
Article 15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,837.00 to support Albany home delivered meals (Meals on Wheels), congregate meals, transportation and program services provided by the Gibson Center for Senior Services, Inc. Submitted by petition. [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)] The article passed as read.
Article 16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $858.00 in support of Starting Point providing advocacy and support to victims of domestic and sexual violence and their children.  Submitted by petition. [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)] The article passed as read.
Article 17. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000.00 in support of the operation of Valley Vision, Channel 3, the Public Education and Government Station. [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)] The article passed as read.
Article 18.  To see if the Town of Albany will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000.00 in support of Carroll County Transit’s Senior and General Public Transportation.  [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)] The article passed as read.
Article 19.  To see if the Town will vote to advise the Board of Selectmen to not support the purchase of any land in Albany, including the Albany portion of Wonalancet, by the White Mountain National Forest. [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)] The article passed as read.
Article 20. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of taxes from March 2012 Town Meeting until March 2013 Town Meeting. [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)] The article passed as read.
Article 21. To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of RSA 31:95-b providing that any town at an annual meeting may adopt an article authorizing the selectmen to apply for, accept and expend, without further action by the town meeting, unanticipated money from a state, federal, or other governmental unit or a private source which becomes available during the fiscal year?”  This authorization, if approved will be effective from 2012 Town Meeting until March 2013 Town Meeting [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)]  The article passed as read.
Article 22.  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to sell, at their discretion, at public auction, by sealed bid or as justice may require, any real estate in the town to which the Town has title by Collector’s Deeds; except when the property is being sold back to the former owner, in which case, a private sale may be utilized; any such real estate to be sold or conveyed on or before the next annual Town Meeting. [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)]  The article passed as read.

Article 23.  To act upon any other business that may legally come before this meeting [Recommended by Selectmen (3-0-0)] 

Curtis thanked Brian Taylor for all of the work he does behind the scenes for the Town of Albany, such as the chapel/town hall bids, fire chief and health inspection.  Brian goes over and above what is asked and should be recognized for his efforts.

Colleen Cormack announced Valley Pride Day will be held on Saturday, May 5.  Albany is lacking volunteers and if anyone is interested in helping out they may contact either Colleen or Tina Craig.  Colleen asked everyone to please join in on the effort to keep our area beautiful.
Jack thanked everyone’s efforts on the closing of the Albany Forest which took place at the end of January.  A special note of gratitude was given to the Trust for Public Land and Gregg Caporossi as he did an outstanding job in applying and receiving grants making the acquisition a success.  The annual Albany town picnic will be held on the property this year in July as well as a celebration to be held by the Trust for Public Land with more information to come on Albany’s website www.albanynh.org.

Ed Alkalay told the audience that Albany is on Facebook.  A Facebook user can like Albany’s page by typing in Albany, NH: Notices and Events.  Notifications will be sent out of happenings and cancellations as they happen.

Ed also thanked Deputy Bois for providing security for the town meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 9:26 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Kathleen Vizard

Albany Town Clerk
5

